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Food for thought or

an intellectual

malnutrition epidemic?

Jörn Loviscach

& Sebastian Wernicke
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Food      Education
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Eat to Learn for

survive breadwinning
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Ingest Grow

vitamins your mind
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Unequal Access
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FREE HLTHY LUNCH

DELIVRD BY

YOUR DOORSTEP
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Four Course Dinner Study Program



13

Snack MOOC
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Light-weight part-time study

10 % aged 60+

38 % have an academic degree

04 % are PhDs

27 % have a managerial function

26 % have less than 5y of prof. experience
http://www.hpi.uni-potsdam.de/presse/mitteilung/beitrag/hpi-umfrage

-nutzer-offener-online-kurse-von-weiterbildung-beeindruckt.html
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Knowledge is Perishable

today’s

hot app

the English

language

next year’s

OS

c =

299,792 km/s
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DenominazioneDenominazioneDenominazioneDenominazione di di di di OrigineOrigineOrigineOrigine ControllataControllataControllataControllata
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[…] Company may devote part of its Services

to Content provided by universities outside of 

North America, provided that such universities 

are limited to the generally regarded “top five”

universities within any country […]

Contract between Coursera Inc. and the University of Michigan

http://chronicle.com/article/Document-Examine-the-U-of/133063/



19

Mass Production
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For this reason, we are temporarily suspending 

the “Fundamentals of Online Education: 

Planning and Application” course in order to 

make improvements.

Fatimah Wirth’s mail to the participants of her MOOC on Coursera, 2013-02-02
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https://www.edx.org/courses/HarvardX/ER22x/2013_Spring/info
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https://class.coursera.org/sciwrite-2012-001/lecture/21
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But the audience will notice?!
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Yes, and everybody will

abandon junk food, too?! 

• Shallow recipes instead of understanding

• No equations; little quantitative data

• Glitzy graphics instead of clear explanations
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Free Access for Everybody?
©
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Indigestive Online Education

• English?

• Broadband access?

• Time to invest?

• Mindset?
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Teaching the World
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A MOOC

on emergency medicine

or on agriculture

delivered in a dozen African languages

and made available offline?
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For unto every one that hath
shall be given,

and he shall have abundance:
but from him that hath not

shall be taken away even that
which he hath.

Matthew 25:29
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Poor Retention?
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MITx 6.002x: Circuits & Electronics

Data from http://tech.mit.edu/V132/PDF/N34.pdf
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Open vs. “Open”

You may not take any Online Course

offered by Coursera or use any Statement

of Accomplishment as part of any tuition-based 

or for-credit certification or program

for any college, university,

or other academic institution […].

https://www.coursera.org/about/terms
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Open vs. “Open”

MIT and Harvard aim to make much

of the edX course content available

under more open license terms

that will help create a vibrant ecosystem […].

https://www.edx.org/tos
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Open vs. “Open”

Udacity hereby grants you a license in and to 

the Educational Content under the terms

of the Creative Commons Attribution-

NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 License […]. 

https://www.udacity.com/legal/tos
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Academic Foodchain

http://blog.udacity.com/2013/01/sebastian-thrun-udacity-announces-for.html

https://www.edx.org/press/gates-foundation-announcement
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Tilling the Field
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Blend Online and Offline

Let the computer do

what it does best.

Let a human instructor do

what he or she does best.

Thou shalt not leave the learner alone.
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Rethink Courses

Videotaped lectures KSVs

A quiz every 20 minutes A quiz every minute

Too hard, too simple Challenge, achievement

Shallow recipes True mastery

Encyclopedia Story
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Rethink the University
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Rethink the University
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Rethink the University
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Rethink the University
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Rethink the University
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Rethink the University

Are we “optimizing” on the wrong end?
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www.j3L7h.de


